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MONTES CHILEAN SCHOLARSHIP

INSTITUTE OF MASTERS OF WINE ANNOUNCES NEW SCHOLARSHIP

LONDON 10th July 2007: The Institute of Masters of Wine is delighted to announce a new scholarship, the Montes Scholarship. 

This generous annual scholarship, consisting of a US$ 10,000 travel bursary, will enable the winner to travel to Chile, to visit Montes and other premium wine producers in the region, and to further their knowledge about this diverse and viticulturally exciting country.  It will be awarded to a candidate from anywhere an essay on a selected topic on the subject of Chile and its wines.

Joanna M Locke MW, Chairman of the Institute of Masters of Wine, said “We are very grateful to Montes for this generous scholarship.  Montes’ quest for excellence in Chilean wine and its drive to further high level education fits very well with the Institute of Masters of Wine’s global vision of promoting excellence in all aspects of wine.  We are delighted to be able to offer the Institute’s students such a tremendous opportunity.”

Douglas Murray, Founding Partner and Director of Montes SA, said “There is no organization more prestigious than the Masters of Wine in the wine world, and all of us at Montes Winery are very proud to be a part of it by sponsoring the Montes Scholarship.  We hope this association will result in an increased awareness of Chile and its premium wines.”  

Enquiries:

Institute of Masters of Wine

+44 (0)20 7621 2830

Siobhan Turner

Executive Director





sturner@mastersofwine.org
Peter Csizmadia-Honigh
Education Manager





peter@mastersofwine.org
www.mastersofwine.org
Note to interested applicants:

Application forms for the Scholarship and for the Institute’s Education Programme will be available from July 2007.  Interested applicants should in the first instance contact Peter Csizmadia-Honigh, the Education Manager, to obtain an application form and discuss any questions they may have.

About the Institute of Masters of Wine

The Institute of Masters of Wine was established in London, England, in 1953, since when over 2000 candidates have sat its rigorous examination in the art and science of wine. In 1991, the examination was held on the same days in the UK, Australia and the USA, a pattern that continues today.

There are currently 257 members of the Institute, from 22 different countries. Although membership was opened up to non-UK members for the first time only in 1987, 83 members now come from outside the UK. The vast majority of the students are now non-British, and the Education programme is run annually in Napa Valley, California; Melbourne, Australia; Rust, Austria; and Bordeaux, France.

The Master of Wine qualification is achieved by passing three parts of the examination:

· Theory, comprising four three-hour question papers on viticulture, winemaking, the business of wine and contemporary issues 
· Practical, comprising three 12-wine blind tastings of a range of international wines which are assessed for variety, origin, quality and style 

· a 10,000 word Dissertation on a subject selected by the candidate, relevant to the international wine industry

Candidates come from all areas of the wine industry. The majority are active in a commercial capacity, as wholesalers, importers or retailers, from major multi-nationals to independent merchants. A growing number are involved directly with winemaking, while other occupations include journalism, public relations, the hospitality industry and wine education.

